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Abstract:  
 

To coincide with the launch of its conference series as part of the “Housing – Critical Futures” 

programme, in April 2015, Architecture_MPS invited leading organisations, activists, architects and 

charities to author opinion pieces on the housing crisis in the UK. Their statements collected together in 

this special edition. Speakers at the conference included Stephen Hodder, President, RIBA and David 

Waterhouse, Head of Strategic Planning, CABE. The authors collected together in this issue include: Ken 

Loach, Film Director; Stewart Baseley, Executive Chairman. The Home Builders Federation; Siân 

Errington from Unite the Union; Rico Wojtulewicz. Policy Advisor, The House Builders Association; 

Brian Schubert and Rachel Hartley, The Association of Residential Letting Agents; Colin Rice, Cullinan 

Studio; Dr Glyn Robbins, Defend Council Housing; Suzanne Muna, Paul Kershaw, Arti Dillon, Housing 

Workers; Elaine Bailey, Chief Executive, The Hyde Group Housing Association; Eileen Short, Co-

organiser The March for Homes; Dr. Rob MacDonald, Academic, Author, Editor, DIY City. 

 

These authors represent a diverse range of views on the issue of affordable housing provision in the UK 

and their essays are each a reflection of a very distinct analysis. From the arguments of those representing 

volume house builders and those of Housing Associations to the views of architects at leading UK 

practices known for their work in the field. Also represented are the voices of charities such as Shelter 

and academics who have spent their careers promoting resident participation in housing. To these voices 

we add those of trade unions and pressure groups arguing for a continuation of state involvement in the 

construction and management of the country’s housing stock. This diversity is of course deliberate. It is a 

reflection of the complexity of the issue faced and the diversity of opinions it raises. These essays range 

from short statements of opinion to manifestos; from calls to action to more extensive pieces of analysis. 

Coming from people at the heart of the debate in the UK they are a snapshot of the current situation.  

 


