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ñArchitecture should have little to do with problem-solving ï rather it should create desirable 

conditions and opportunities hitherto thought impossible.ò Cedric Price
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More than 80 social housing estates being currently demolished! 

More than 200 000 residents affected, i.e. evicted! 

More than 20 km2 of land in London changing ownership from public to private entities, the value of 

this land being £52 billion! 

 

London is in a permanent state of crisis in term of housing.  

A crisis with no beginning and no end, as London is being owned by disconnected interests creating 

holes in the fabric of the city and divisions among its users.  

How is the notion of home responding to this condition of permanent crisis within the context of the 

ñextrastatecraftò, the very fast evolving technological infrastructures, or rather the infrastructural 

technologies we live in today
2
. 

How can the existing conditions be modified, in order to create opportunities for a home that would be 

a space of collective attention instead of individual evictions and never ending invisible profits? On 

one hand, the hidden realities of the housing struggles need first to be uncover and mapped, while on 

the other hand the connections between the different actors involved, (such as planners, developers, 

architects, politicians, activists and residents) needs to be made. #Share home @ Londonôs Housing 

Struggles is a project made of several trends, such as mapping, making objects for direct actions, 

setting up a wiki-leak website for architecture (Concrete action) to counter the regeneration planning 

processes and designing a home as a space of collective attention. Each trends is an attempt to respond 

to this lack of knowledge and connections. 

Designing a home as a space of collective attention is leading into the territory of common ownership 

and extreme sharing, What possibilities would offer a series of discreet architectures for sharing, based 

on not usually valued activities?  
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MAPPING THE BATTLEFIELD 

Information about regeneration scheme is supposedly public as it is part of the planning process, but it 

is actually buried in the labyrinthine process of planning. Each piece of information has been collected 

from each Londonôs council websites. Mapping the existing battlefield took one month of intensive on 

line research, in order to make the struggles visible in a series of maps and a website
3
. The website 

was launched in November 2014 and has been widely used by campaigners and residents to oppose 

regeneration schemes in their local area.  

 

mappinglondonshousingstruggles.wordpress.com 

 

There are three maps published to date: the ñbattlefieldò, the developer and the local campaigns 

fighting back. The first one, the ñbattlefield mapò is tracing the different sites of struggles and the 

actors. It takes two appearances, as a folded printed map or as an online interactive map using an open 

source software (u-map)
4
, so that it can be modified by each users. Every estate is being listed with the 

number of residents affected, the demolition intent and eventual regeneration scheme, the value of the 

land, the name of the developers and architects, along with the council involved. 

The second one, the ñdeveloper mapò is delivering an overview of the current change of ownership of 

London, by revealing the various joint venture partnerships, the amount of land being exchangedé 

London is going through an historical moment, whose scope is similar to the 1946-1948 period, except 

that this time, the process is reversed: land is changing ownership from public to private entities, 

including developers and housing associations. 

The third map is celebrating the diversity and the strength of the local residents lead campaigns 

currently fighting back in London, with more than forty local campaigns and a series of organizations 

building up an horizontal network that has the ability to organize and pop up anywhere anytime. 
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MAKING OBJECT OF PROTEST 

Architects could be involved in a constant dialogue with users, ie residents, rather than clients. One 

local campaign Focus E15
5
 located in Stratford is an opportunity for architects to be on the ground and 

explore alternative to regeneration and evictions. 

Focus E15 campaign started in September 2013, when a group of young mothers decided to organize 

themselves after receiving eviction notices from East Thames Housing association due to Newham 

Council cutting its funding to the Focus E15 hostel for young homeless people. The group was only 

offered by the council private rented accommodation in Manchester, Hastings, or Birmingham. Due to 

cuts in housing benefits and lack of affordable housing in the borough, Newham Council was ready to 

displace them far away from their families and support network. Since then Focus E15 have been 

fighting back, demanding ñsocial housing and not social cleansingò, with a weekly stall in Stratford, a 

protest to Newham Town Hall, while also building a network with other local campaigns opposing 

evictions and with the organization of the occupation in September of one maisonette on the 

Carpenters estate in Stratford. This incredible networks of campaigns and residents can be supported 

by architects, by participating in different protest and pursuing this attempt of rendering information 

visible by making objects of protest as trigger for social change or awareness. 

 

Carpenters Estateôs occupation, Focus E15, Stratford, London, 21 September 2014 
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series of banners made for Feminist Fightback 

 

Making objects of protest is an opportunity to explore the economy around eviction generated by 

regeneration scheme. How to displace in the streets the architectural elements of the conflict, such as 

the Sitex security steel screens ?What if the architectural elements of eviction could become new 

objects of protest, participating in the knowledge broking process? 
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TURNING PLANNINGôS OPACITY INTO A DESIGN OPPORTUNITY 

The Opacity of the Planning Process is its Own Flaw 

The opacity of the planning process is its own flaw. A series of loopholes
6
 have been identified. 

Unfortunately these loopholes are being used by developers and housing associations to implement 

luxury developments under the cover of regeneration schemes.  

 


