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#SHARE HOME @LONDONGO $HOUSING STRUGGLES

ALBANE DUVILLIER
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION SCHOOL, LONDON

AArchitecture shoul d h-aolvimgi Irdthertitl saould aeated desirable t h  pr
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N o e P London is owned by an assortment of disconnected interests

More than 80 social hourgy esates being currently demolisHed

More than200 000 residents affecteck.ievicted

More than 20 km2 of lanoh Londoncharging ownership fronpublic to private entitieghe \alue of
thisland beinge52 bilion!

reating h

London isin a permanent state of &1$ in term of housing

A crisis with no beginning and no end, as London is being owned by disconnected interests creating
holes in the fabric of the city and divisions among its users.

How is the noton of hone responding to thisondition of permanent crisigithin the context othe
fiextrastatecraft the very fast evolving technological infrastructures, or rather the infrastructural
technologies we live in today

How canthe existing conditiom be modifiedin order tocreateopportunitiefor a home that would be

a space of collective attentionstead of individual evictimand never ending invisible profa€n

one hand, the hidden realities of the housing struggles need first to be uncover and maiped, w

the other hand theonnedbns between the different actors involved, (suclplasners, developers,
architects, politians, activists and residents) needs to be madhar e home @ Londoné
Struggles is a project made of several trendshsas rapping, making objestfor direct actims,

setting up a wikieak website for architectuf€oncrete actionjo counter theegeneration planning
processeand designing a home as a space of collective atteBt#mh trends is an attempt to resgon

to this lack of knowledge and connections.

Designing a home as a space of collective attemsiteadinginto the territory of commomwnership

and extreme sharing, Wt possibilities would offea series of discreetrchitectures for sharingpased

onnot usually valued activities?
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MAPPING THE BATTLEFIELD

Informationabout regeneration schemesigoposedly publias it is part of the planning processitit

is actually buried in the labyrinthine process of planning. Each piece of information mesdiieeted
fromeachLondondés ¢ sWMagpingthe existihgsbattie®eld took ormaonth of intensive on
line researchin order to make the struggles visibtea series of maps and a websifEhe website
was launched in November 2014 and hae widely used by campaigners and residents to oppose
regeneration schemes in their local area.

‘@00 London's Housing Struggles | acting as a knowledge broker towards London's housing crisis, going on a search for alternatives
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London's Housing Struggles | acting as a knowledge broker towards London's housing crisis, going on a search for alternatives +

STRUGGLES

MAPPING LONDON’S HOUSING STRUGGLES

mappinglondonshousingstruggles.wordpress.com

There are threenapspublishedto date the fbattlefield, the developer and the loceampaigns
fighting back The first one, the Abattlefiel d andaheo i s
actors. It takes two appearances, as a folded printed ma@opakne interactive map using aspen
source softwaréu-map), so that it can be modified by eacterss Everyestatds being listedwith the
number ofresidentsaffected the demolition intent and eventual regeneration schémeejalue of the
land, the name of the developers and architatisag with the council involved.

The second oee, madpieingas eerngelwal the current change of ownership of
London by revealing the variougint verture partnershipghe amount ofland being exchangetd
London is going through an historical moment, whose scope is similar to thd998geriod, except
that ths time, the process is reverséaind is changing ownership from public to private entities,
including developers and housing associations.

The third map iscelebratingthe diversity andthe strength of the local residents lead cargpai
currently fighting lack in London, with more than fortgcal campaigns and a series of organizations
building up an horizontal network thiaés the ability to organize apdp up anywhere anytime.
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MAKING OBJECT OF PROTEST

Architects couldbe invdved in a constant dialogue withsers, ie residents, rather than clientee O

local campaign Focus Elcatedin Stratfordis an opportunity for architects to be on the ground and
explore alternative to regeneration and evictions.

Focus Elxampaign stded in September 2013, when a group of young motieciledto organize
themselvesafter receiving eviction notices from East Thames Housing association due to Newham
Council cutting its funding to the Focus E15 hostel for young homeless people. Theng®wnly
offered by the council private rented accommodation in Manchester, Hastings, or Birmingham. Due to
cuts in housing benefits and lack of affordable housing in the borough, Newham Council was ready to
displace them far away from their families asupport network. Since then ¢ts E15 have been
fighting back demandindisocial housing and not social cleansingvith a weekly stall in Stratford, a
protest to Newham TowHlall, while alsobuilding a network with other local campaigns opposing
evictiors and with the organizationof the occupation inSeptemberof one maisonette othe
Carpenters estate in Stratfofithis incredible networks of campaigns and residents can be supported
by architectsby participating in different protesind pursuing thisattempt ofrendering information
visible by making objects of protest as trigger for social change or awareness.

Carpent er s Est at e ¢&ecusdctscStrgfard, Loadon, 21 September 2014



CONFERENCE: HOUSING i A CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE
Architecture_MPS; Liverpool University; Liverpool John Moores University

Liverpool: 08 09 April, 2015

series of banners made for Feminist Fightback

Making objects of protest is an opportunity to expldhe economy around eviction generated by
regeneration schemelow to displace in the streetise architectural elements of tlwnflict, suchas
the Sitex secunt steel screensVehat if the architectural ebeentsof eviction could becomaew

objects of protest, participating ihe knowledge biking process?
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TURNI NG PL ANRACNE NSO A DESIGN OPPORTUNITY

The Opacity of the Planning Process is its Own Flaw

The opacity of the planning processits own flaw.A series of loopholéshave been identified.
Unfortunatelythese loopholegare being used by developexsd housing associations implement
luxury developmerstunder the cover of regeneration scheme



