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6. Abstract (300 words): 

There is an unanswered crisis befalling one of the most excluded demographics in 

Australia. Bridging-visa refugees are being pushed into communities due to overflows in 



detention accommodation. Having been denied all rights to employment under the 

2012 ‘no-advantage’ legislation, they effectively become paralysed in the powerless, 

indefinite state of waiting for a visa without income. 

A new housing typology, a ‘hotel’ for refugees, aims to break this crippling cycle through 

a reinvented type of transient lodging. Located in the centre of Melbourne’s commercial 

activity, architecture stages opportunities for them to establish a financial foothold and 

regain productive independence outside of the formal economic structure. There is a 

twofold objective: firstly, it must perform as an apparatus for opportunism and agency; 

guests determine their own trade methods through highly customisable, operable and 

adaptive dwelling elements. Secondly, it must mediate the tenuous coexistence 

between urban citizens and refugees: treading the boundary between control and 

autonomy, luxury and survival, transience and establishment. The project is also 

incentivised as a financial trade-off: multi-storey carpark owners receive a stipend for 

each guest through an existing refugee homestay program. 

Can architecture exist in this middle ground, that provides economic possibility while 

minimising public apprehension? 

The first, more ‘covert’ aspect of the project is based on 4 key tactics from Ramirez-

Lovering’s Opportunistic Urbanism: Appropriation, Piggybacking, Itinerant Relationships 

and Open Systems. The other ‘overt’ aspect presented to the public eye, is based on my 

analysis of the Refugee Council of Australia’s Detailed Mythbuster, refuting commonly-

held aspects of anti-refugee sentiment. 

This design proposal materialises a form of agency in asylum-seeker housing, where 

choice plays an economically productive and socially integrative role. It challenges the 

built environment’s position as a passive entity, generates broader discussions about this 

global humanitarian crisis, and speculates on how an opportunistic approach to policy 

and urban infrastructure might make cities more accessible and amenable to such socio-

economically excluded groups. 
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