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One would perhaps logically assume that a house distinguished by the state or the 

professional association of architects as an exemplary design should be the result of the 

maximum degree of agency and the result of a series of ‘wise’ choices. One may go 
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even further and assume that such a house offers choices to its inhabitants. This paper 

examines whether and to what degree such assumptions are true. The sample is 

comprised of fourteen award winning houses, six of which have received the State 

Architecture Award and the other eight have been selected for the Mies van Der Rohe 

competition. Beginning with a description of the choices available to a couple starting a 

family, the research then looks at the design process and ends by commenting on the 

lifestyle proposed by the resulting building. For each of these stages, the main actors, 

human and other, will be identified and the nature of their agency will be examined. 

Such actors may be the architect and the client, the state agency awarding building 

permits, the banking system, the contractor, the social milieu of the people involved, the 

architectural culture, the architectural press, the different stages of the design itself. For 

example, spatial analysis of contemporary Greek-Cypriot houses reveals that they tend 

to have the same spatial genotype. What does that imply for the design process? How 

much of the decision making was actually based on choice and how much was 

indirectly almost dictated by the existing culture? 
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