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Nicosia is an urban landscape caught in the process of rapid change. It is a city that
while divided by political and religious differences, is also shaped by shared common
issues and problems that require cooperation and contact with the “other side.” It is a
place experiencing resurgence with gentrification, new migrant populations and a
Starchitect designed public square.
Nicosia is both a concept and a place defined by layers of division. “Nicosia” is both
“Lefkosia” and “Lefkosha.” It is a dense landscape and urban sprawl with the urban core
of the old walls defining it and suburban sprawl pulling a population outwards and further
away from the center.
Migration is a defining characteristic of Nicosia: migration out of the city to the suburbs,
migration from foreign nations and cultures into the central core, migration as lifestyle
choice, migration out of economic necessity, forced migration as refugee.
Housing and home are not synonyms. To Cypriot refugees “home” lives in memory. The
municipalities in exile in Cyprus bear witnesses to the enduring power of connection to
“home” and place. When considering housing in Nicosia one part of the demographics
to consider are those who consider themselves refugees within their own country. There
is a sense of being so near yet so far; able to visit but not stay; able to go to with
unacceptable restrictions.
At the same time, immigrants, migrant workers and refugees constitute a major source of
necessary support for Nicosia and its environs. Their social and housing needs constitute
unique needs that are seldom addressed.
The relationship of housing and home can be explored through the concepts of
community; place attachment and place identity. What communicative opportunities
and affordances are need in creating housing that creates community and commitment
in a changing Nicosia?
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