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6. Abstract (300 words): _________________________ 

In the last years different European countries made efforts to improve public 

acceptance and the listing process of buildings from the 1950s to 1980s as cultural 

heritage. As buildings from the 1950s are in public discussion for a longer time, the 

current discussion mainly focusses on the 1960s and 1970s. Numerous has been 

published, and a number of buildings were listed. But which ones exactly? And under 

which circumstances? The research project analyses and compares existing and 

planned listing projects for housing estates in West European countries. It evaluates 

different methods and strategies for listing and preserving housing estates from the 

1950s to the 1980s as well as the question, what impact the method of listing has for the 

conservation of these monuments. 

The main problems of post-war housing estates are the possible obsolescence, 

changed demographics and the fact, that rapidly growing demands of energy 

efficiency and new living standards are threatening these estates to be demolished or 

modified before the society is even aware of their historic or artistic values. The selection 

of late modernist buildings is not only a question of management, but also of how to 

deal with discomfort and refusal, which can also be based on political or aesthetic 

matters.  

While heritage surveys for buildings of the period 1950-1990 have already been carried 

out in some European countries, other countries are just beginning to turn their attention 

to the cultural heritage of this period. As a matter of fact, the circumstances for 

selection and evaluation differ in each country. Based on the national legislation and 

the structure of institutions, each country develops individual listing methods with 

different selection criteria. In some cases it is remarkable how non-government 

institutions, research-groups and initiatives are supporting the listing process.  
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