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6. Abstract (300 words):
The promotion of the city through its digital image opens an array of new digital
techniques that extend the dominant procedural and discursive frameworks of current
digital design practice. Like many other digital transformations, the use of digital
production and dissemination technologies to represent the city profoundly alters our
engagement with the world. The general unwillingness to examine the topological
surface through the Image is odd given that the code underpinning parametrics,
scripting and animation can be viewed as just another representational language
mediating architectural form. The reintroduction of the Image as a topological
condition instead unburdens digital discourse from its rhetorical problem with Meaning,
and helps to transfer the issue of formal legitimacy away from the logics of formal
novelty or performance. This new formal logic for the architectural surface calls for a
critical awareness of the social and political work done by the architectural image, thus
enabling the confrontation of the real promotional and surveillant jobs undertaken by
these technologies. The current pervasive effect of these technologies, now present
within even medium-sized urban space, presents an opportunity to undertake this
confrontation at a different urban scale.

Using digital visual data captured from a range of medium-sized cities, the paper will
examine these formal and discursive changes through formal tests and studies that
derive topological form through the manipulation of the geometric and organizational
protocols of the camera colour filter array and pixel scanning strategies. It will be
argued that such processes function through a relational, topological interplay
between image production, dissemination technologies and the architectural surface.
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