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6. Abstract (300 words):

Public access to viable mass-transit is an essential organ of any city. Urban
mobility is directly tied to opportunities in employment, education, health and
nutrition, advocacy, and leisure. Yet, many medium-sized cities across the
United States lack the economic resources and political momentum to better
their public transportation infrastructure, perpetuating a dependence on urban
car use. Baltimore’s particularly slow transit reform is partly rooted in its history of
racial tensions and spatial segregation. The lack of mobility contributes to the
city’s stagnant population growth, poverty, and concentrated crime. Such
outcomes further hobble political and economic justification for transit reform.

This essay compares two methods of urban mobility for car-less residents in
Baltimore—Uber and hacking. The rapid growth of mobile-network technologies
and the ‘sharing-economy’ have revolutionized conceptions of urban mobility,
but not necessarily for the better in the long run, as Uber’s drivers and customers
(re)imagine the Commons within a neoliberal framework. Hacking, Baltimore’s
long-standing informal alternative to urban immobility, provides an interesting

contrast with different implications for the Commons based on reciprocity.
Through these comparisons, I speculate a civic-minded, open-sourced Uber-like
model that capitalizes on Baltimore’s car-centricism while envisioning a
strengthened Commons through cooperative networks. This line of inquiry is
motivated by what the public sphere may look like in a post-suburbannetworked city, as the Global North becomes evermore posthuman.
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