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6. Abstract (300 words):  

All cities evolve out of existing physical and cultural structures.  As digital 

communication has an increasing impact on work and habitation significant changes 

are emerging.  Conventional retailing is in crisis and demand for big-box, branded 

electronics and white goods retail outlets is contracting.  Home-working is transforming 

residential areas and creating informal mixed-use districts.  A greater understanding of 

emerging trends is essential to develop a meaningful response to changes in both city 

centres and residential districts. 

Alongside and influenced by developments in digital communication, lifestyles in the 

key 18-34 age cohort are changing.  This is creating new demands for homes, leisure 

and work and, according to current evidence, is reversing 20th century urban flight.  

High housing prices and living conditions in first-tier cities, the ability to work flexibly in 

location and task, and improved public transport are likely to deliver a major stimulus to 

medium-sized cities.  

Drawing on up-to-date research recently published as ‘Tomorrow’s Home’, 

http://www.adamurbanism.com/download-tomorrows-home-summary.htm, this paper 

http://www.adamurbanism.com/download-tomorrows-home-summary.htm


will explore the latest findings on the social trends of the 18-34 age cohort and chart the 

impact on working patterns, the sharing economy, home life, commuting, transport and 

the increase in city living - all to a significant extent driven by the digital economy.   

This material will be supported by a digital analysis with Place Logic, 

http://www.placelogic.org.uk/, of the physical urban structure through movement 

patterns related to changing use.  Studies of changing retail patterns of small towns 

reveals an underlying urban structure and how it can be modified to enhance city 

centre living while responding to changing retail and work patterns.   

This paper will draw together the realities of current digitally-driven changes in patterns 

of living and, with the use of the latest systems analysis, test out the ways which existing 

city structures can adapt to new demands. 
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