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6. Abstract:
Over the last two years the Architecture Research Team within the Digital HackLab (DHL) at the
University of Hertfordshire has been exploring new modes to observe and understand people’s
real use of space, their demand for activities, the offer provided by urban facilities, and the
overall perception of the built environment.
The Team is currently working on the analyses of the use of public and private space in Hatfield,
Letchworth and Welwyn and their interconnections by using a combination of social-science
and humanities-based methods with real-time algorithm-based technologies and advanced
capture techniques.
This contribution illustrates the methodology developed by the Team (a combination of
technological tools with social sciences and humanities methods), and a series of on-going
projects that explore the potentialities for social and strategic development of the observed
conurbation of New Towns and Garden Cities in Hertfordshire.
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Eva Sopeoglou’s research, academic and professional expertise is in performative and
environmental processes in architectural design. Her practice-based research explores creative
outlooks in architecture and urban design that consider the environment and fabrication
technologies.
In particular, the research critically Eva is currently completing her practice-based PhD in
Architectural Design at the Bartlett School of Architecture, where she explores thermal comfort
as a multi-dimensional quality of inhabitable space, place and the environment. Her research
considers an expanded definition of comfort which includes the tectonic, aesthetic,
environmental and social-cultural characterisations of spaces and its implication in architectural
design. It questions the hierarchy and spatial sequence between the indoor and outdoor spaces
in buildings and cities, which include both the public and domestic spheres. Temporary and
transitional spaces and the types of activities they support can emerge as places where comfort
is met in both urban and rural contexts.
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