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5. Abstract (300 words): 

Announced in 2014, the Greater Manchester Devolution Agreement provides for a 

£300m Housing Fund affording new ways of unlocking the delivery of housing across 

Greater Manchester. Where national programmes have failed to deliver the additional 

housing necessary to meet housing demand in Greater Manchester, the Housing Fund 

is expected to provide the opportunity to invest in locally prioritised schemes and give 

the flexibility required to stimulate the market, accelerate growth and increase housing 

supply. As a result, there is now demand for Greater Manchester local authorities to 

identify housing schemes which can benefit from this investment and bring forward sites 

which have previously been held up. 

Drawing upon a study of stalled residential housing development sites in Tameside, 

Greater Manchester, this paper seeks to examine the persistence of stalled sites and to 

understand why schemes with planning approval have failed to progress. The research 

upon which this paper is based aimed to unpick the issues behind these delayed 



developments and also critically examine the criteria for determining whether a site is 

stalled. The evidence from Tameside suggests that small developers, with relatively 

modest stalled development units, rely on access to finance and improvements in the 

housing market for sites to progress. Through a mixed methods approach, including the 

analysis of local authority planning data and consultation with owners of a stalled site, 

the reasons for unimplemented planning permissions are explored.  

This paper will propose how the learning from the study will optimise Tameside’s position 

in contributing to residential growth across Greater Manchester, both in identifying a 

pipeline of viable stalled housing development sites to bring forward with investment, as 

well as understanding how the role of the local authority can support developers in the 

advancement of these sites. 
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