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5. Abstract (300 words): 

In much of India, provision for housing and shelter is still the preserve of the state and its 

various arms. In Delhi, for instance, the principle land owning agency, the Delhi 

Development Authority – successor to the colonial Delhi Improvement Trust – is tasked 

with creation of dwelling units and housing schemes along differential socio-economic 

affordability indices. In the past fifty or so years of its existence the Authority, DDA, has 

created close to 3.6 lakh dwelling units under various schemes. However, given the 

spiralling demographic pressures on land and resources in the national capital and 

given its own structural inabilities to realise its housing goals, the DDA’s provisioning, 

especially for the urban poor, remains substantially inadequate. Moreover, DDA has 

been consistently faulted for poor construction quality, ill-conceived design, and 

shoddy infrastructural input: for example, its 2014 housing scheme saw close to eight 

thousand flats out of a total of twenty five thousand being returned by beneficiaries. 

 



The question of liveability and design becomes significant in such a situation. The 

confluence of DDA’s vision of centralised state planning framing needs as corollaries of 

quantifiable, statistically determined data with the (increasingly neoliberal) aspirations 

of urban  dwellers produces a curious patchwork urbanity of illegal encroachments, 

extensions, and modifications across the spectrum of DDA housing. It is this patchwork 

urbanity, and the contours of liveability operating within its interstices, that this paper is 

interested in evaluating from the dual perspective of liveability and sustainability. Taking 

into consideration prevailing DDA design practices and various alternative frameworks 

suggested by the illegalities making DDA flats ‘liveable’, it will frame liveability as a 

factor of environmental, economic, and cultural sustainability and suggest ways in 

which liveability may be a more significant factor of design, and hence contribute to 

ameliorating the persistent crisis of state-sponsored housing. 
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