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A housing crisis is first and foremost portrayed as a quantitative problem – with very 

distinct qualitative issues:  

Norway´s real estate market is one of the most extreme in Europe, with a home-

ownership rate of more than 80 % and one of the most deregulated housing systems. 

Housing prices and housing quality thus directly affect most people’s lives. Studying the 

urban development of the capital area of Oslo provides us with valuable insights how 

“housing crisis” produces and reproduces itself: More than mere architectural trends 

have land availability, financial models, income structures and tax breaks influenced 

the physical appearance of the built environment, almost cyclically producing 

dwellings of low quality, with little daylight or exclusively for the upper price range 

market. 

The presentation/paper will thus take it starting point in the post-war period and trace 

these topics through several large-scale housing projects such as the first stepped 

apartment blocks built by private developed Selvaag in the late 1960 in the west of 

Oslo, the Ammerud project from the same decade in the East of Oslo to the last project 



before the neo-liberalturn in the 1980´s: the Hallagerbakken housing project by the 

cooperative housing association OBOS. Compared to the contemporary 

redevelopments at the harbourfront such as Tjuvholmen and Sørenga we see both 

significant changes in density and materials, but as well organizational models and 

modes of financing. 

What could we learn from this projects and processes that will help us to prevent further 

housing crisis in the future? How could we preserve architectural quality and 

simultaneously provide the required number of dwellings?  
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