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The aim of this study is to examine the architectural competition as a model for the 

planning of new housing environments. The design competition is a pluralistic space in 

which hundreds of ideas are developed and presented on a given problem; in addition 

to the comparing of ideas, an intellectual exchange happens among participants. This 

exchange is also important in terms of the dissemination of the architectural knowledge 

in the community and becomes a form of collective training. The most important 

advantage of the competition format is a structure open to different approaches. Even 

though they may not win, proposals considered to make a contribution to the 

architectural environment can be presented and it is this characteristic that means they 

should be used to facilitate debates on current housing problems. 

In the scope of this study, recent competitions from Turkey will be examined. They will be 

presented with all the parameters of the competition practical (inception, administration, 

specifications, jury structure, projects) and will be discussed in a comparative way. The 



competition processes will be criticized from a holistic perspective with emphasis on how 

the human (culture, participation, diversity) and the environment (location, context) 

issues are included. In addition, the attitude and the contribution of the state / state 

institutions on this subject will be questioned. In conclusion, problems and potentials 

posed by this process will be put forward and some suggestions will be developed for 

architectural competitions to be more effectively involved in the design of new housing 

environments. 
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