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Social housing policies are not only a matter of stock production, they also determine 

the social profile of citizens. In dualistic rental market systems, public housing districts 

have defined a space – social, spatial and even economical – where very low-income 

people can live despite the growth of private housing rental prices. Nowadays, the 

Italian housing system is facing structural changes in its administrative, organizational 

and economic paradigms that are having varying results at the local level. Moreover, 

public and political debates have deformed the rhetorical framework of housing 

discourses, introducing a plethora of diverse definitions and concepts in order to 

overcome the failings of the public housing model.  

In this paper, the author’s considerations focus on the interpretation of ‘social’ aspects 

within housing policy in a context characterized by various pressures: the 

contraction/reduction of traditionally public housing interventions and the lengthening 

of the public waiting list; the historical housing stock being highly degraded; new 

housing demands caused by the housing crisis (eviction, rental increase, etc.) and an 

increase in new-comers (economic migrants, asylum seekers, etc). 



Central to this study is the result of quantitative and qualitative analysis of more than 40 

projects. In a framework characterized by a lack of explicit long-term programs and 

strategies, this data constitutes a multi-source database (institutional archives, 

interviews, data gathering, web data) that makes it possible to highlight some common 

issues as important: the significance of temporary populations such as students; the 

introduction of community management activities as a part of the social fabric; the 

development of social mix rhetoric with a focus on who falls into the gap between 

social welfare and the free market models.  

Finally the paper questions the interpretation of ‘social’ aspects, analysing the 

interaction between the context and the social profile of the projects. It asks: what kind 

of ‘social housing’ is implemented by this policy based on the sum of single projects? 

what idea of the city, of coexistence and acceptance emerges? etc. 
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