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This paper is concerned with housing and alienation. It assumes a consensus on the 

necessity of provision of social housing for everyone in need, the impact that loss of 

access to adequate housing of socially acceptable standards and problems that the 

dispersal of people from communities causes. It posits that the housing problem should 

be understood in terms of alienation. 

Technological advances have changed our working and social interactions, and to 

some extent they have altered our relationships with both our homes, and the built 

environment. Whatever the definition or composition of the home, there is an inherent 

association with the family – it serves to accommodate the unit of human society. 

Notably, the role of this social unit has increasingly transformed over time - the 

relationships within the home are subject to change. Technological advances have 

decentralised the relationship within the family and allow for similar decentralisation in 

the workplace. 

The connections and networks that relate individuals to one another are important in 

‘grounding’ them and allowing them to develop. This is related to the issue of 



‘projection’. Happiness is related to our ability to imagine a role and value in our 

networks. Without a network we are individualised and disconnected. 

Alienation is understood here as the fissure of local and societal connections; and is 

linked to the concept of alienation as the condition in which the product of our labour 

turns into something against us, and as an inability to mediate in our environment. This 

mediation, this agency, takes different forms - the aim of this research is to identify the 

optimum amount of self-agency required to mitigate alienation in our living 

environment. In this context the home is understood as the site of enactment and self-

actualisation.  This paper aims to set out the basis of fieldwork to test if and how this 

alienation can be mitigated. 
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