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5. Abstract (300 words): 

In a world where living no longer resembles the sedentary nature of the past, where 

people live fluidly, moving and traveling for business, where living environments are 

more temporary and living locations change, living patterns are being transformed. In 

this scenario, the current economic crisis is another factor changing the way we live 

and how we design domestic spaces. 

This research explores models of temporary accommodation and particularly 

temporary housing solutions at mega-events such as Expo, Olympics, major concerts, 

fairs, cultural, political and religious events, with particular attention to finding living 

solutions for the staff that works for the organization of events. The study also explores 

the related urban dimension and the response cities make to the growing demand for 

temporary accommodation linked mostly to large, but also medium-sized and smaller 

events. 

More specifically, this research focuses on the interiors for temporary hospitality 

considering that their function may change quickly (for example: spaces first devoted 

to temporary housing during a major event as the Olympic Village are, after the event, 



used as permanent apartments) and that this eventual new use must be taken into 

account at the initial design phase. This is interior design with "double skin": after using a 

first layer of furnishings and finished items, a second layer for a second use can quickly 

be implemented. In this sense the life cycle of an interior can be designed. 

The key theme of the research has an operational application for Expo 2015 in Milan, 

thanks to the real project there of creating temporary living spaces for delegations and 

event staff in the Expo Village.  
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