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5. Abstract (300 words): 

This paper starts with the premise that the rich history of spatial experimentation in British 

housing that runs from the Prince Albert Model Houses (1851) to Neave Brown’s 

Alexandra Road (1979) has stalled. A sketch overview of some of the spatial inventions 

in housing will form a backdrop for looking at the work of Studio 12 in the School of 

Architecture at the University of Brighton. The studio’s approach, via the theories of 

Henri Lefebvre and Michel de Certeau, is to work with everyday practices as a way of 

interrogating existing housing typologies. This is done, not in order to replace them, but 

to rehabilitate them. As such the studio relies heavily on precedent and history and acts 

as a critique of contemporary notions of creativity and subjectivity in design studios. The 

focus on everyday practices and engagement with history form two poles that attempt 

to counteract the growing emphasis on personal narratives as both pedagogical and 

design methodologies (which can be seen to smuggle back in the idea of the architect 

as grand author).  



The studio’s work builds on my own research into the role of routines (spatial practices) 

and exterior territories (spatial forms) in the formation of inhabitants’ own individual and 

collective identities. A brief overview of this research will form another backdrop to the 

presentation of student work.  

Taken together the paper seeks to raise a series of questions about the role of 

architectural education in relation to the current housing crisis (with only 1 in 10 briefs 

focusing on housing in the last 10 years) and the (difficult and possibly 

counterproductive) relationship between skilling and research-based pedagogy in 

undergraduate education.  

I will argue that current attitudes towards history and the way in which subjectivity and 

creativity are utilised in design approaches are not only related but that they also 

undermine the potential of architectural design to contribute to housing solutions. 
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