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5. Abstract (300 words): 

HOUSES OF MEMORY; We live our lives through the homes that we occupy. If we lose 

our memories of them because of dementia or general forgetting, then we lose our 

sense of being in space. Increasingly, with the global epidemic of aging and dementia, 

and the continued speed of social change, we need to remind ourselves of our houses 

as Memory.  

This paper is a reminder how the ‘English working classes’ have lived in the 20th century 

and highlights significant housing issues for the future in the 21st century.  

We set out to articulate the experience of housing and community users because these 

people have been subjected to the various innovations in housing governance, design 

and technological construction. Memory and history are important because they 

reveal past housing models and help us challenge the current status quo. 

We will trace the experience of the working classes from the agricultural first wave of 

dwellings, the highland clearances, urban high density housing and water bound 

diseases, to the development of terraced houses in their variety of typologies. The 



influences of European social housing models will be shown to have effected English 

municipal housing stock; a new wave of Modernist Clearances is described as resulting 

in ‘New Town Blues’; the Life and Death of Modern architecture is seen to generate war 

zones in in between spaces. Urban Riots that preceded Garden Festivals re discussed. 
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