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A number of scholars have started to call for more attention to be paid to notions of 
‘productive’ or ‘active’ ageing in relation to social policy formation (Hank 2011; Walker 
and Maltby 2012).  Out of this, researchers are starting to look at the potential 
contribution older citizens (or citizens in their ‘third’ age of life) can make to civil society 
at the community level (e.g. WISERD Civil Society’s ongoing ESRC-funded ‘Social and 
Cultural Capital in later life’ work package).  At the same time, there is a burgeoning 
literature concerned with sustainable living practices at the household scale (Lane and 
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Gorman-Murray 2011; Gibson et al. 2013) and specifically with the ways that children 
and young people’s live with ‘sustainable architectures’ at the planned neighbourhood 
scale (Hadfield-Hill 2013; Horton et al. 2015).  There is a lack, however, of empirical case 
studies exploring the ways that older residents engage with such architectures and the 
civil society initiatives they are involved with that may help foster (directly or indirectly) 
sustainable communities. 

Drawing on qualitative (interview, focus group and observation) data, this paper seeks 
to partially address this gap in the literature by exploring the role of older residents of 
masterplanned neighbourhoods in instituting, encouraging, practising and making the 
case for community activities and initiatives that have a bearing on sustainable living.   
This data was collected in two recently delivered masterplanned developments in the 
Sydney metropolitan area, one in inner- and one in outer-Sydney, and one of which 
comprises dedicated housing provision for older people.  Notwithstanding similarities 
and contrasts between the contributions of older residents to fostering sustainable 
communities in these two settings, which will be explored, the paper argues that 
promoting multi-generational occupancy of residential areas may have positive 
impacts for effective and lasting sustainability-related behaviour change. 
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