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5. Abstract (300 words):
The nexus of ‘sustainability’ and ‘citizenship’ is an increasingly theorized space but what
does it take ‘on the ground’? How can communities be assembled and resourced to
teach and learn, to listen and be heard, to lobby and to act, to have and to respect
agency and, ultimately, to collaborate on realizing a sustainable and exciting shared
future?
More challenging: what if the citizens we are interested in assembling include children?
Citizenship, as developed from childhood, is both a powerful precursor/determinant
and a powerful outcome for a person’s engagement with the social, cultural and

physical world they live in and for people’s abilities to contribute to solutions and ideas
in response to changing social and ecological environments.
Children’s participation in decision-making, however, has traditionally been a
problematized (or simply absent) space, despite the oft-cited concerns that poor
sustainability decisions made now are going to impact on children most intensely.
Excluding children from ‘citizenship’ also curtails the development of skills and agency
they will need in regard to future participation in critical discussions about social,
cultural and environmental resilience. As planting and nurturing a garden is a set of skills
and knowledge learned best by doing, so too is active citizenship.
This paper will explore recent and current examples of applied research and practice
to address these questions, using children’s active citizenship as an anchoring point
(given children’s particular stake in the future of built and natural environments).
Lessons from the case studies presented in this paper will focus on tying together
concepts and practices that strengthen active citizenship while tackling questions of
eco-sustainability and resilience and present ideas for active citizen participation in
sustainability that are more than just hot air.
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