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5. Abstract (300 words):  

This paper examines the transition of different terminology and buzzwords such as 
environmental, green, eco, sustainable and now the new term resilience in regards to 
architecture and the built environment. Based on supporting literature, this paper 
discusses the transitions of these terms - what they have meant historically, how they are 
developing, their influence and what they mean for the built environment and future 
endeavours. Using empirical data from a survey of 113 experts in the field of sustainable 
architecture – both practice and academia, combined with follow-up interviews 
conducted with selected survey participants this paper questions the importance of 
labels. It explores how they are defined and if these big-umbrella-terms offer room for 



exploration and opportunity or if the vagueness hinders the development of a more 
‘sustainable architecture’.  

Primary findings from the empirical data support the notion that sustainable 
architecture is understood in a vast and varied amount of ways, this is illustrated with 
not one answer to the open-ended question ‘how do you define sustainable 
architecture?’ being the same. There is a clear distinction between definitions from 
practice and academia in regards to the embedded sustainable development models 
in which they are cultivated from. The interview data also supports the notion of the 
importance of an optimistic over a pessimistic approach to sustainable architecture 
which is reflected in the current transition of terminology from sustainability to resilience.  
Understanding the role of these movements helps to understand the conceptual 
development of sustainability in relation to architecture, building, and technology 
which offers an interesting insight into what may be the future of sustainable or now 
resilient architectural practices.  
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