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To ameliorate the effects of Climate change, the greening of the building sector is an 
urgent priority. Buildings have a high carbon footprint; consume considerable amounts 
of energy and water, and use a lot of the materials. As the residential sector comprises 
more than three quarters of the buildings built worldwide more efforts should be 
invested to reduce and neutralize the negative environmental impact of these building 
blocks. The trajectory of governmental plans towards achieving green homes in the 



developed world proved to be more concrete than that of the developing world due 
to several advantages. Even though the role of quantitative data collection and results 
modelling have propelled much of the discourse towards designing and constructing 
environmentally responsive buildings, the qualitative assessment of the social readiness 
of the people to advocate and embody environmental conscientiousness is severely 
lacking, especially in third world societies. This paper explores the reasons of a slow 
adoption of sustainable buildings roadmap in Jordan and advocates for more human-
centered strategies that target the housing industry stakeholders and the homeowners. 
The findings elicit the necessity of integrating environmental psychology analysis when 
tackling pro-environmental behavioral change from social and cultural realms.  
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