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5. Abstract (300 words):  

This contribution will present a critical reflection on current practices and processes 
dealing with the design of novel, sustainable social housing typologies. The basis for 
this discussion will be a specific project, recently developed by the authors as a 



hybrid architectural and urban proposal for a flexible, scalable residential 
neighbourhood in the municipality of Runavík (Faroe Islands). This project was one of 
only four finalist entries to the Nordic Built Cities competition, a trans-national 
initiative to leverage multidisciplinary innovation in the development of urban 
environments across the eight Nordic countries.  

Our proposal was developed as a piece of research by design aiming to overcome 
the increasingly pervasive disconnect between practices of urban planning, 
architectural design and industrialised construction within the discourse of 
sustainability. In doing so, it endeavoured to simultaneously address three scalar 
domains of operation: “Urbanity, Community and Habitation”. The scale of 
“Urbanity” explored the regional implications of implementing the proposed 
scheme, not only with regards to social and economic affordances but also in terms 
of setting a precedent for novel procurement and regional planning processes in 
the Faroese context. “Community” focused on the specific implementation of the 
scheme in the competition site, knitting it together with both the existing urban fabric 
and the social tissue of Runavík. “Habitation” concerned the architectural qualities 
of individual housing units, and also the particularly nuanced relationship that the 
proposed scheme established with the existing natural landscape.  

The development of the two-stage design process demonstrated that these three 
scalar domains are interdependent. This revealed a broader set of preoccupations 
concerning sustainable urbanity but also extending beyond the explicit goals set by 
the competition brief. We propose to critically reflect on the challenges, 
affordances and opportunities of this integrative approach to sustainable place 
making. Such reflection intends to hone future implementation strategies but also to 
help inform a holistic, trans-scalar approach to policymaking that encompasses site, 
urban and regional planning. This contribution will be presented in a hybrid format 
essay, threading together reflective text with images and drawings from the 
submitted project. 
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