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This communication presents results of a research exchange at the Centre for the Study 
of Science Policy, Jawarlal Nehru University (New Delhi) under the European Marie Currie 
project "Crossing Borders. Knowledge, Innovation and Technology transfer across 
borders". The project integrates ISCTE-IUL (Portugal), Jawarlal Nehru University (India), 
Bradford University (England), Tallinn University of Technology (Estonia). 

5. Abstract (300 words):  

New Delhi is the second largest megacity in the world with a population of 25 million 
inhabitants. Rural to urban migration, expansion of slums, inequality, speed of 
urbanization, lack of infrastructures, pollution, environmental degradation, water 
scarcity, mobility problems, climate risks and health problems are some of the extreme 
contexts that characterize this metropolitan territory in the present. According to Delhi 
Master Plan 2021, only 24 % of population lives in legal areas. The city seems to have 
developed anarchically enunciating an unrecoverable distance between planning 
practice and reality. Planning efforts seem to have been instrumentalized under distinct 
historical moments, namely colonization, state control over land and nowadays 
capitalism and globalization. This paved the way to unplanned urbanism, with its extreme 
consequences, vulnerabilities and risks. It is intended to establish this nexus by revisiting 
the key planning moments in Delhi along with its different socioeconomic, cultural and 
political frameworks across time. Sequentially will be drawn conclusions on how concepts 
such as ‘sustainability’, ‘resilience’ or ‘smart cities’ are being framed, perceived and 
applied under the context of Delhi urban planning instruments, polices and research. Its 
intended to highlight the importance of this reflection on urban system extremes in global 
cities of developing countries as a lesson and a warning alert to depict less extreme but 
also unsustainable processes that are taking place in urban spaces of developed 
countries. As an example, a rural inhabitant expulse from its land by a real state 
investment in Delhi is not so different as an inhabitant expulse from the center of Lisbon 
by the increasing rents motivated by tourism and urban regeneration. Finally, we 
conclude by the need of rethinking concepts that inform planning practices and 
research in urban planning field, looking closer to the consequences and the underlying 
logic of our current socioeconomic development model.  
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