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Since the economic reform in 1978 and then the vastly expansion of the real estate 
sector re-orientation of urban governance in the 1990s’, property-led urban 
redevelopment in contemporary Chinese cities results in the large scale demolition and 



reconstruction in a certain short period. It was not only a process of damaging the 
physical environment of a 3000 years old historical city’s fabric, but also damaging the 
matrix of culture formed by local residents and business with social consequences. A 
close study on the practices and policies currently in Xi’an reveals some of the sharpest 
urban redevelopment problems Chinese cities is facing, such as the quietly and 
graduate self-build practice and transformation of dilapidated housing in the inner city. 
It’s urgent now to discuss the issue of how to maintain the traditional architecture of the 
modernizing city of Xi’an, how to keep its local identity in a broader urban context, and 
how to uphold its social values in the changing built environment. Under the needs of 
regenerate dilapidated housing, protecting the local history and tradition, then to 
continue local culture context in revitalizing the inner city, we may need a culture-led 
urban regeneration strategies, which we could identify as culture sustainable 
approach. 

 

This article examines physical, social, economic challenges related to revitalization and 
rehabilitation of historical center in Xi’an focusing on dilapidated housing 
redevelopment issues. Factors and policies may impede the culture sustainable 
approaches such as local authorities and stakeholders are also discussed, to realizing 
the problem as the first step before solving the historical inner city redevelopment issues 
in currently China. 
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