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Example themes. 

This interdisciplinary conference will organize itself into various strands focused on the wide range 

of issues it seeks to integrate into a coherent and ‘joined-up’ dialogue. Examples include:  

 

Healthy Homes?  

How do domestic environments impact on health and well-being? What are the anthropological, 

philosophical or social scientific approaches to the relationship between well-being and dwelling? How has 

lifestyle and culture within the home influenced our health? How does the relationship of nature to the 

domestic environment impact on mental health? What are the health impacts of overcrowding and 

homelessness?  How healthy is our existing housing stock? Is contemporary architectural design and 

specification of housing making us healthier? How can we implement Design for Life fully? What design 

models are architects and developers employing for an aging demographic?  

Healthy Communities?  

Can housing engender collectivism and a sense of belonging? How are health issues perceived in mass 

house building and its design? What are the dependencies between housing and social health historically?  

Are our homes a reflection of the health of our multi-cultural society? How does housing and community 

design influence the interaction of different age groups? What can we learn about living healthily from 

alternative models of housing from the UK and other countries? How can the arts explore issues of health 

within the places that we live? How is behaviour and perception in relation to housing informed by film and 

literature? 

Healthy Systems?  

In what way do planning, economic, design and building policies and regulations address or impact on 

health within housing? How is land ownership, development and tenure related to the health of occupants? 

What are the economics preventing the adequate maintenance of some housing? What are the politics 

permitting the construction of homes too small for healthy habitation? How does housing provision affect 

the NHS and other health systems internationally? How could changing demographics affect the provision 

of healthy homes? For preventative care, how can housing provision better respond to need? 


