
 

Cities, Communities and Homes: Is the 

Urban Future Livable? 

 

• Paper / Proposal Title:  

Evaluating urban transformation projects over the last decade: North Ankara project 

Processes/Methods/Results  

• Format: 

Written paper / verbal presentation / 

• Author(s) Name:  

Dr. E. Fulya Özmen 

Arch. E. Gülce Özmen 

University or Company Affiliation:  

Gazi University, Faculty of Architecture/Dep. Of Architecture, Ankara, Turkey 

Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey, Graduate Program Student 

• Abstract (300 words):  

Urban transformation projects in Turkey come up as new urbanization projects. Starting 

from the early 2000’s to the present day, several legal arrangements about urban 

transformation have been made. In the metropolitan cities, the same projects are 

implemented in the transformation as a result of the transfer of the authorities to the 

Metropolitan Municipalities and the central administration by legal regulations, local 

characteristics, specific problems and user needs and expectations are overlooked. The 

"urbanization of the capital", which is fictionalized by neo-liberal policies, has brought 

along a rattan-based and non-qualitative urban comprehension. Such practices 

sometimes take place in settlements located at the center of the city (Sulukule / Istanbul, 



Dikmen / Ankara) and sometimes in the periphery of the city (NAP/Ankara, Halkalı/ 

Istanbul). 

In 2004, the North Ankara Project was transformed into an artificial urban piece created 

with unforeseen decisions in order to renovate the slum area at the airport entrance of 

the city of Ankara for "aesthetic concerns". Approximately 10,000 squatter houses 

(gecekondu) were taken by the metropolitan municipality with the promise of 

conversion, and only about 8,100 housing units, which were completed 10 years later, 

were delivered to their owners. Delivered houses, and the life style presented, often did 

not satisfy the house owners.  

In this study, emerging issues in urban renewal projects over the last decade have been 

evaluated by focusing on the process of transformation, methods and quality of housing 

and the environment as a result of the product. In this context, The North Ankara Project, 

with a sum of 10.000 displaced houses is considered as a case study. The article begins 

with the summary of the legal arrangements concerning the processes, actors and 

place. Subsequently, North Ankara Project housing designs, existing housing quality 

indicators and user perceptions are compared in a holistic way. The findings, evaluated 

within the scope of the users' criticism and the existing legal regulations, have informed 

the conclusions. 
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