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Italy became a country of immigration around the middle of the eighties, when the 

migration phenomena overlapped with a pre-existing, almost chronic, housing crisis, only 

partially amenable to what Judith Allen calls the "Mediterranean model" of housing 

welfare. Nevertheless, the mass media and the public debate started to focus on the 

"folk devil" of the immigrant as a competitor in the housing welfare and market (as well 

as by the "folk devil" of the immigrant as a criminal or bearer of urban disorder and 

decay). According to our hypothesis, there is a strong relation between housing policies 

and dwelling problems, on the one hand, and cohabitation problems on the other. With 

the access to housing being one of the main obstacles to migrant integration, we 

propose an analysis of the metropolitan area of Milan that represents a paradigmatic 

case of housing and migrant populations. Particular attention is placed in the relation 

between housing policies, migrant settlement and multiethnic relations. From 

metropolitan and regional survey data collected in the last ten years, we analyze in detail 

this problematic issue and discuss some perspectives for the future of housing welfare 

and inclusive policies. 
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