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This paper concerns the response to the social-spatial segregation of cities through 

the implementation of housing subsidy policy in Chile “Proyectos de Viviendas de 

Integracion Social” (PIS) (Social Integration through Housing program). PIS have 

developed through different stages from its commencement in 2007 and certain 

improvements can be observed, for example the initial problems regarding the 

quality of design and construction have been partially overcome. However, from its 

formulation, until 2015, apart from household income profiles, the PIS did not have 

measures or indicators to assess the achievement or otherwise of its main 

objective—social integration. 

 

Based on a recent investigation of two key housing projects of the PIS (one in the 

capital city of Santiago and the other in La Serena, a city 300 kilometres to the north 



of the capital) this paper discusses two aspects of socially integrated housing and 

the fragmentation of cities. The first concerns the design guidelines and the quality 

of construction that are both integral elements of the PIS.  The intention here is not 

only to assess the level of implementation, but to understand whether this 

mechanism has had a significant impact on the achievement of the objective of 

social integration. From this understanding, additional criteria to assess social 

integration have been developed. The second aspect concerns the intention of the 

PIS and its capacity to rectify social and social segregation through such 

neighbourhood-scale interventions, which could be described as contrary to the 

idea of an integrated city. This critique is contextualised in a climate of change, 

reflected in Chile through the creation of two new government ministries to respond 

to the urban challenges of energy demands and environmental degradation. This 

paper concludes with a proposal for these identified challenges to be addressed 

within and through housing and social integration. 
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