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• Abstract ( words):  

The transitional space between outside and inside, public and private of urban residential 

houses often works as a threshold and not as a place of daily encounter. During the last 

century the changes of the public sphere in our cities definitively influenced this space 

and the design of the facade. The growing desire of privacy had impact on the design 

of urban residential architecture as well. The main question that will be asked in this paper 

concerns the design and use of this transitional space between outside and inside. Is this 

space designed as a space for daily encounter?  

Starting point is the Dutch culture. Directed towards the public sphere, the space in front 

of the house and the facade enter into a relationship between public and private which 

may be a social one. The design of this space and its use is influenced by the socio-

cultural background of the inhabitants and the city,  ideas about the public sphere and 



privacy and the socio-economic situation of a neighbourhood can play an important 

role. 

A short overview about the change of the public sphere and the relation between 

outside and inside, public and private, will be shown on the Dutch context of the 

residential buildings. The last 50 years up to today’s situaton will be the time frame. 

Casestudies in the Dutch cities Amsterdam and Rotterdam will be discussed. Then the 

main question will be put in an international perspective to understand the codes of 

design, the behaviour of people and the cultural dependency of the inside-outside 

relations of urban residential neighbourhoods. Two casestudies of small grain 

neighbourhoods in a different cultural context will be explained: a small grain 

neighbourhood in Kyoto, Japan, and in Seoul, South Korea. These studies are meant as a 

starting point for further research.  
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