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5. Abstract (300 words):  

Population ageing is a global phenomenon with far reaching social and economic 

implications including for the nature of cities, communities and homes. In the first half of 

the 21st century the percentage of older Australians 65 and over is expected to double, 

and those 85 and over to quadruple. Australia, governments have responded in a more 

reactive than proactive manner. Like the proverbial frog in boiling water, population 

ageing progresses gradually and the consequences are often not realised until too late. 

Policy responses in Australia are focused rather narrowly on ageing in place and home 

modification while neglecting the important interdependency of housing, 

neighbourhood and the wider city to an ageing society. An older person may have an 

appropriately designed and equipped dwelling, yet extremely limited social 

participation without an age-friendly neighbourhood and wider urban infrastructure. 

The housing industry is inclined to take the narrow view that specialised age-

segregated housing is the most appropriate response while largely ignoring or resisting 

strategies aimed at the wider housing market and the changing expectations of the 

baby boomer generation entering older age. Urban strategic plans have often 

espoused the importance of housing diversity in response to demographic change, yet 

have failed to deliver such diversity. Meanwhile, in Australia’s major cities the housing 

market has become increasingly polarized between low-density detached suburban 

dwellings and high density inner-urban apartments, resulting in a ‘missing middle’ which 



may well provide more suitable housing options for an ageing society. Drawing on 

research funded by the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute on Dwelling, 

Land and Neighbourhood Use by Older Home Owners, and Downsizing Amongst Older 

Australians, this paper will explore the importance of the relationship between cities, 

communities and homes in response to population ageing, and its implications for 

housing and urban policy, and the housing industry. 
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