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Cities in the developing nations like India are growing rapidly.  As these cities grow, they 

engulf the rural villages surrounding it, giving birth to a new typology of settlements 

known as the urban villages. The characteristics of these urban villages are unlike the 

ones in most of the developed nations, where they are a model of planned medium 

density settlements in an urban setting. Rather, urban villages in the developing nations 

refer to an enforced and unplanned conversion of rural villages into urban villages to 

accommodate the city growth. In the process, its inhabitants lose their agricultural land; 

are forced to shift from primary to tertiary occupations and become dependent on the 

urban areas for their livelihood. 

The urban villages in Delhi (India) are examples of such a typology of villages, which 

have become an integral part of the city and its urban fabric as they provide cheap 

accommodation to the migrants. However, the living conditions within these urban 

villages are pitiful. They are under immense stress of urbanisation, commercialisation, 

growth and migration. They are designated as the Lal Dora area and are exempted 



from any building regulations hence they have an unprecedented haphazard growth 

lacking basic infrastructure leading to degraded living conditions.   

This paper highlights the impact of urbanisation on the villages by taking up the case 

study of the village of Masjid Moth which is one of the oldest urban villages in Delhi.  It 

delves into the issues that its inhabitants face because of its conversion to an urban 

village; understanding the living conditions and the quality of life they have. Finally, the 

paper concludes by suggesting recommendations to improve the future of these urban 

villages. 
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