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• Abstract (300 words):  

Naomi Klein suggests in her book “This Changes Everything” that power to change the 

world into a better place for all rests in the capable hands of our local communities. 

Forming a Community Land Trust (CLT) is one simple vehicle to enable the home-growth 

revolution to happen. 

An awareness of holistic issues surrounding the global crisis and the ethical balance of 

‘People, Planet and Profit’ is necessary to understand the importance of community 

driven buildings, and specifically of homes. This paper focuses on the need to construct 

to the highest standards possible and to produce integrated outcomes to secure 

optimum sustainability and demonstrates how local Community Land Trusts (CLTs) can 

form an important part of the facilitation process. 



In the UK, the current government’s attitude to green issues have been characterized in 

the recent COP21 talks as 'taking a step backwards'. There are four main areas of 

government influence that affect house building: 

1. Removal/reduction of renewable energy tariff benefits 

2. Permitting house builders to opt out of the 2008 parliamentary act requiring them to 

build zero carbon homes by 2016. 

3. Setting a target of 260,000 new homes to be built each year putting tremendous 

pressure on local councils to secure land to enable this to happen. 

4. Extending the 'Right to Buy' option to social housing. 

Community Land Trusts are a growing body of locally based, community run 

organisations founded to procure the building of new social 'Homes' with a 

fundamental to gain full community support for every project undertaken, working with 

local councils. This paper describes action research into this form of social housing: a 

type that remains in the trust of the local community, and how this can move above 

and beyond the National Government’s limited ambitions to act as a beacon for others 

to emulate. 
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