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Abstract (300 words): 

A selection of results from the socio-environmental impact assessment of a golf-based 

tourism-urban development in south-west Spain are presented. Social constructionism 

theory applied to space yields the best explanation of these results. Among the most 

significant conclusions: an urban development project cannot aspire to real 

sustainability (environmental, social, economic and political) without taking into 

account (and taking on board) perceptions of space and of the project’s impacts in 

the area where it is to be carried out. Perceptions of space and of project impacts 

construct reality and have objective effects on the environment. The crisis of ‘social 

sustainability’ in many projects already implemented involves serious risks for both the 

local and global dimensions of sustainable development. Factors such as local social, 

demographic and economic structures and power relations should be taken into 

account as key sources of information for reducing the risks (environmental, financial, 

social and political) stemming from a project. Otherwise, decision-makers will need to 

accept, a priori, shortcomings in the sustainability and legitimacy of their development 

initiatives.  
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