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• Abstract:  

The paper is based on a case study of Boom Street in the capital city of Pretoria, South 

Africa. It is presented from the perspective of an African city in the Global South. 

Boom Street runs on an East -West axis in the inner city of Pretoria. It connects the historical 

Marabastad in the west with the bottom slopes of Meintjieskop in the east on which the 

Union Buildings are carefully placed. However, the ends of this axis almost disappear in 

the urban fabric and predominant motor ways.  

The street activities along Boom Street represent the unique coming together of different 

cultural identities. Existing and migrant communities are inhabiting the street on both a 

permanent and temporary basis. The resultant product is a complex conglomeration of 

communities at the juxtaposition of different grains of urban fabric.  



The cultural history of Marabastad further expands on the notions of contracts and 

connections. It was originally established as a non-white labour camp servicing the 

previously white inner city government centre and white households around the city. 

Although some presence remain in the form of built artefacts, the founding community 

has largely moved out. Today, a new wave of black formal and informal entrepreneurs, 

together with some old Indian businesses, trade actively on Boom Street. The nearby Belle 

Ombre railway station in Marabastad serves as a major gateway to the city for many 

working class people. 

The urban fabric of Boom Street varies from the west to east. In the western part of Boom 

Street, the historical Marabastad is characterised by the finer grains of late 19th and early 

20th Century, although the mostly single storey buildings are in a state of decay. Towards 

the inner city, the character of Boom Street changes from a typical single storey covered 

walkway to medium scale modernist housing blocks closer to the city. In close proximity, 

there are abandoned modernist housing skyscrapers due for demolition and new formal 

housing projects under construction. It is the tension and space between the temporal 

and permanent home that is the backdrop of this study. 

The paper will present an exploratory student study of the area, focusing on the types of 

homes that people have made for themselves. The focus is on how shelter is made by 

the people for the people, taking place in the most adverse conditions. The study aims 

to document aspects such as incrementalism, materiality, construction techniques, 

density, the impact of technology, and general living environments.  

The essay aims to present a future scenario of living in cities. In its current state, Boom 

Street is simultaneously a temporal and permanent space, providing shelter for a diversity 

of people and their unique needs.  
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