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5. Abstract (300 words):  

In post-Communist countries, the large prefabricated housing estates, 

constructed between 1960 and 1990 have remained a dominant type of 

housing for a long time (Kovács and Herfert, 2012). These estates are often 

referred to as ‘panel’ housing, a name derived from the precast modular 

concrete components, from which the buildings were constructed. In the 

Hungarian capital city of Budapest, 26 mass housing units were built during the 

panel housing construction period, in which 30 per cent of the population now 

live. However, there is a growing quality concern and health implications 

around these panel housing estates (Bonnefoy et al., 2003), some of which are 

beginning to see their previously popular appeal wane. Numerous studies have 

explored the potential future of panel housing from the communist era. Some 

authors advocate for upgrading and renewal of these buildings (Muliuolytė, 



2013); yet, others see them as a mass of aesthetic and socioeconomic burden 

reminiscent of the past, centrally planned economy, and therefore propose 

gentrification and/or urban regeneration to replace them (Marcińczak and 

Sagan, 2011). However, economic realities often dictate the social housing 

policy of the day. In this respect, two principal issues that define today’s 

housing market situation of the panel stock in Budapest are location and 

accessibility of some micro-districts (Benkő, 2015). While some neighborhoods 

can achieve several livability goals by renewal processes, accessibility can only 

be changed through large scale urban development over an extended period 

of time. To work on the criteria of livable future, this paper explores the conflicts 

between micro and macro scale development through the case of Budapest 

prefab housing estates. 
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