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• Abstract (300 words):  

At the age of paradoxes and extremes our urban reality is full of contradictions. 

Increasingly, only the extremely rich and the extremely poor can afford to live in our cities. 

This could be connected to the idea of outsourcing and making people work from home 

and use their home as their office; as well as zero-hours contract. 

This is how in global capital cities such as London there can be simultaneously a housing 

crisis and an abundance of empty luxury properties. Whilst some councils may be trying 

to force the owners to occupy these apartments or at the very least rent them out, there 

is little hope that this will be successful on a large scale. In the current urban reality of not 

only buy-to-let but buy-to-leave and the success of AirBnB; communities easily get 

fragmented and even potentially destroyed. 

One such paradox involves a group that calls itself Anal (Autonomous Nation of Anarchist 

Libertarians), squatters who occupied a Mayfair mansion empty since 2014. Anal were 

holding poetry workshops before being evicted and moving into another abandoned 

luxurious property.  



 

The concluding parts of the paper will speculate if architects and designers are needed 

to make the urban reality more livable by their creativity and if the public space design 

and the abundance of creativity can make up for the hard reality and low quality of 

everyday life. 
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