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• Abstract (300 words):  

The dwelling interior is arguably the most significant built environment that we inhabit 

given the central position that it plays in our daily lives. Despite the importance of this 

built environment, the contemporary architectural discourse related to the domestic 

environment often seems to be focused on either the purely functionalist programming 

of space or the formalistic expression of the exterior. 

I will investigate new knowledge that can be generated by applying ‘structuralist’ 

architectural theory from Aldo van Eyck relating to spatial organisation, thresholds and 

social participation to the dwelling interior in order to challenge the realisation of interior 

environments based upon either the purely functionalist programming of space or as a 

consequence of the formalistic expression of the exterior. Perhaps in part due to the 

pressing needs of the urban realm during the 1950s, realised projects from the architects 

of Structuralism have largely been confined to large scale urban developments such as 

housing estates, office buildings, airports and city master plans. I believe that due to the 



symbiotic nature of the city and the dwelling that this ‘structuralist’ theory is equally 

applicable to the domestic interior. 

The methodological framework for this study will involve the development of a series of 

epistemic artefacts through research by design. I will employ theory from Aldo van Eyck 

that has typically been applied at the urban scale relating to spatial organisation, 

thresholds and social participation and apply it to the domestic interior scale through a 

scale-shift. 

I will make a critical analysis of the epistemic artefacts in order to identify architectural 

strategies that can make a positive contribution to discourse related to spatial 

organization, thresholds and social participation within the domestic environment. It is 

intended that these observations will contribute to the current discourse on the 

contemporary dwelling interior. 
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