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This paper critically examines the concept of territorial stigmatization. This concept has 

enjoyed considerable academic attention in recent years through the work of Loic 

Wacquant (1993, 1996, 2007, 2008, 2016) which forms the theoretical framework for this 

paper. However, the paper also reflects on what can be seen as earlier version of this 

type of theoretical approach (for example, Wirth, 1938, Foucault, 1970, Damer, 1974, 

1989, Krase, 1997) as well as other contemporary applications (for example, Bond, 2011, 

Gray and Mooney 2011, Jensen and Christensen, 2012, Hancock and Mooney, 2013). 

Having critically examined the theoretical basis and reach of this concept the paper 

proceeds to report on data generated from a series of in-depth, qualitative interviews 

conducted with residents of a large, peripheral predominantly social housing estate in 

the Thames Valley. The paper demonstrates that residents can provide detailed and 

long-term understandings of how and why the area they live in (and they themselves) 



has been territorially stigmatized and provide numerous examples of how this impacts on 

their lives. However, the paper also presents data that demonstrate that residents 

readings of their own lives, where they live, their neighbours and communities are 

frequently more nuanced, multi-layered and complex than other research sometimes 

suggests. Participants do discuss the issues that they feel directly affect them and their 

families, friends and communities but this data does not suggest that residents accept 

the ways in which the area and they themselves are portrayed and, indeed, they present 

multiple counter-narratives that dispute the validity of the territorial stigmatization of the 

area. The paper concludes by offering a critical evaluation of the concept of territorial 

stigmatization.  
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