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There is an urgent need for additional housing within the UK. However, the drive to build 

one million new homes by 2020 has prompted construction and planning methods that 

poses a risk to the cultural significance of communities created within the built 

environment. Homes need to be built faster and on a larger scale, but economies of 

scale dictate that developers must produce standardised and repeatable homes, the 

design of which is abstracted from the context of their location. Planning considerations 

are dominated by the practicalities of space efficiencies whilst rarely considering ways 

to maintain the vibrancy, nuances and cohesiveness of local communities. This is in spite 

of widespread recognition of the positive effect of culture and heritage on health and 

wellbeing, and the development of a sense of community. A cultural vacuum is created 

within large housing developments when the design of homes within them is decoupled 

from the vernacular architecture and history of the towns and cities that they surround.  



However, low-volume housing development, built on small brownfield sites within existing 

towns presents itself as an opportunity to better balance the social, economic, and 

ecological outcomes of regeneration. Small housebuilders tend to build more bespoke 

homes, their supply chains are more flexible, and they are in closer contact with the local 

community. This research looks at ways of reintroducing historically and culturally 

significant architecture into new housing, whether through reclamation of materials, 

reviving traditional skills and knowledge of their application, or introducing distinct and 

exemplar materials and methods. We recognise that it is unrealistic to influence the 

totality of national of regional housebuilding, but our suggestion is that by introducing 

culturally significant architecture into small newly developed housing communities this 

will go some way toward generating a greater sense of local pride and belonging.  
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