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[The meaning of Riyadh is Gardens in Arabic. There was some conflict between 

Constantinos Apostolou Doxiadis, who designed the master plan of Riyadh in 1968-1972, 

and Saudi Arabian officials on the lack of green space and cultural identity. In short, to 

Doxiadis, Riyadh ought to be a new city in the desert, but to the Saudi officials, it ought 

to be an urban oasis. This paper aims to find the urban oasis where celebrates lives. 

An urban fabric fabricated by a spatial scale generated by a speed of the automobile 

implemented since 1972 in Riyadh. Since the master plan failed to provide open, public, 

and green space for the city as requested, Riyadh has struggled in a raw condition of 

speed and scale disorienting human association and interaction in various level of 

community.  

Excluding the absence of green space from the master plan, there is a duality in Riyadh 

urban block formation, which is laid on the grid of 2km x 2km laid for its rapid expansion, 

but the units of the block were assumed and assigned as a part of natural growth pattern.  

The road network inside of the block built up even, repetitive, and confusing spatial 

hierarchy between the inner and the outer, or the core and the border. The reason can 



 

 

be detected if one investigates the ontological, operative, dynamic nature of any 

growth form; from center to the outer. Unfortunately, each central part of urban blocks 

in Riyadh lost its operative character, the ontological force for the community, and the 

dynamic force of the community. It results in determined actions for protecting privacy 

in residential blocks, for example, double height walls, parapets, and fewer openings as 

possible, disengaging from the neighborhood. It’s highly passive which is different from 

the proactive privacy embodied in Driyah.  

All struggles to fit into the rational urban environment can be overturned when the origin 

of Riyadh could be recalled, Diriyah grown out from the watershed. The old town fabric 

presents a natural growth pattern from its origin to housings, community, and a city. 

Though it’s been deserted and capsulated as a heritage, if its growth pattern is examined 

with a notion that the town does not know the speed and scale generated by vehicles, 

then it would guide a new housings, community, and a city  for a new livable city 

accommodating a new pedestrian network generated by Metro and transit buses.  

Riyadh will learn how to live with a new speed, Metro, and transit buses. As Riyadh 

experienced the scale generated by vehicles’ speed, there will be a new scale 

formulated by Metro and transit buses.  

This paper will investigate a possibility of a new livable housing in Riyadh as a reminiscent 

of Diriyah to grow to become an origin of community which is an active member of a 

city. The hypothesis is that Metro can be the main factor that will revive the feeble and 

inactive core of residential blocks in Riyadh according to transit bus network infiltrating 

into residential blocks. If the cores can be linked to the metro as the location of arrival 

and departure, the current urban flows which are dispersed from the outer to the center 

with individual vehicles, can be reversed from the center to the outer with a major 

pedestrian network spreading into individual housings.  

If the new cores activated by metro can promote an active pedestrian network inside of 

residential blocks, new housings and community ought to be imagined that could be 

matched up with the forgotten experiential urban oasis; the radical city amending the 

rational city anchored to the new watershed, Metro.   
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