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5. Abstract (300 words): 

This research analyzes the idea of domesticity and the space existing "in-between" the 

public and the private spheres. In addition, it focuses on the participative process by 

taking into account different agents in its development. It values some parameters, such 

as the "hybridization" of housing types, by mixing types of homes in terms of space and 

time, depending on the budget available. The "infrastructure" analyzed is therefore 

flexible in terms of the changeability of spaces, generating "livable spheres", lasting 

months, years or decades. The study focuses on three strategies: Firstly, the search for 

flexible open systems and structures to support new living concepts; secondly, it looks at 

new ways to manage project construction. Finally, it examines the ecology and changes 

in domestic practices.  



The research presents two existing case studies in Madrid and Berlin from the period 1970-

1980. The first, a cooperative housing building in Arturo Soria constructed between 1974 

and 1980 by Jose Miguel de Prada Poole, Emilia Bisquert and Ricardo Aroca, with the 

involvement of the community of owners. The second, developed in 1979, is a 

participative ecological housing located near Tiergarten in Berlin. This case study is 

contextualized within the IBA 1987, developed by the architects Frei Otto, Katherine 

Kanstinger and their team, and proposed in collaboration with the future community 

neighbours.  

In order to come up with possible strategies, the project analyzed the key points the case 

studies had in common in terms of experimental living and the possibility of re-developing 

new living typologies in the same adaptable "infrastructure". This point is possible thanks 

to the differentiation of two systems, a fixed system and the personalized one. The second 

key point is the relationship between the context climate properties and the 

development of new ways of living in community.  This could perhaps be an approach 

that could help shape future livable cities in terms of a sense of community and new and 

changing housing needs. 
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