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• Abstract (300 words):  

In what respects can individual-based data concerning injury incidents in people’s 

homes and immediate neighbourhood say something about the situation and 

development of an entire residential area? This is the basic question for the study. The 

area chosen is a suburban area mainly built in the early 1970's and located in a medium-

sized Swedish city. Most of the area consists of rented houses, but there are also villas and 

townhouses. Today, the area has 6,300 inhabitants. The proportion of young people 

under the age of 25 is relatively high, which reflects, among other things, that the area is 

an occupancy area for newly arrived immigrant families. 



The injury data we use relates to fall, cut and poisoning damage during the period 2001-

2013. These three types of injuries are the most common causes of care seeking in 

Sweden; a situation to be found also in other countries. In general, we know that the 

youngest, 0-3 years, and young people in the pre-puberty, 10-12 years, are risk groups, 

both in case of fall injuries and poisoning. The oldest, over 80 years, are most vulnerable 

in relation to fall injuries. The connection between injuries and type of residential area is 

not easy to establish on a general level. It is in this regard that the present study is 

expected to provide more knowledge. Since we study a specific residential area, injury 

cases can be more clearly linked to factors in the social and built environment. This will 

facilitate a discussion of preventive strategies concerning what can be done to preclude 

various types of injury events. These incidents can further be linked to everyday actions 

and movements in the area. Finally, the area's history of injury events can be related to 

local political decisions on resource and service allocation. 
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