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• Abstract (300 words):  

Australia is in the midst of a housing crisis. Recent OECD data show that Australia jumped 

from 29th to the ninth most unaffordable country for housing in just five years. At the same 

time, the Committee for Economic Development Australia emphasises, that 

unaffordable, poorly designed housing is having widespread and long-reaching 

consequences for the Australian community. This especially impacts the most vulnerable: 

people on low incomes, migrants, Indigenous Australians and ethnic minorities; women 

and children escaping family violence; youth exiting out-of-home care and people 

leaving prison; those with mental ill-health and/or a disability who are less likely to find 

employment and thus more likely to become homeless; and an ageing population 

unable to age-in-place.  

 



The Australian housing crisis is one of the “wicked problems” of our age; demanding 

concerted, transdisciplinary research informing innovative policy intervention. Its 

acknowledged challenges are in four areas:  

1. meeting diversity in the community;  

2. rising levels of housing stress and homelessness;  

3. social polarisation and poor health; and  

4. stifled economic growth in the context of unfordable housing and poorly 

connected neighbourhoods. 

This paper describes the formation of a transdisciplinary research team HOME, in an 

Australian University formed to tackle these issues. To date in Australia, each academic 

discipline has viewed the housing crisis through its own lens. Thus, built environment, 

health, housing economics and social policy researchers have rarely come together to 

direct holistic solutions to the complex matrix of interrelated causes and problems of the 

health impacts of the housing crisis.  

Through a series of case studies this paper describes examples of existing transdisciplinary 

work by members of the team – on universal design, building more socially connected 

suburbs and child friendly infill housing - that underpinned the establishment of HOME, 

along with our strategies to formalise HOME as a research centre.   
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