Health: The Design, Planning and Politics of How
and Where We Live
• Paper / Proposal Title:
Green Up The City! - Do urban greening initiatives lead to green gentrification in the
Netherlands?
• Format:
Presentation and paper
• Author(s) Name:
Judith de Bree, Maartje Heijmans, Evgenia Michailidi, Robert Mihail Negru, Iris Pelgrim,
Allert Smith, Josette Jacobs, Wim de Haas and Carlijn Wentink
• University or Company Affiliation:
Wageningen University and Research, Netherlands
• Abstract (300 words):
Urban greening initiatives have become an important tool for local governments and
urban planners to upgrade impoverished neighbourhoods. While green areas are
known to contribute to improved health and well-being of residents, there may also be
a less positive effect to the greening of neighborhoods. Worldwide such initiatives have
been shown to lead to green gentrification. Green gentrification refers to the
displacement of low-income families and small companies as a result of greening
initiatives.
Green gentrification can be seen as an environmental justice issue: having equal
access and/or exposure to environmental goods and bads, regardless of race, origin,
or socio economic status. Most prior research about environmental justice in the

Netherlands has focused on the distribution of environmental disadvantages, such as
exposure to air pollution, rather than the benefits such as access to urban green areas.
The aim of the current study is to explore to what extent green gentrification is an issue
in the Netherlands. We have explored whether green gentrification causes
environmental injustice in the Netherlands. Environmental injustice can form a precursor
for urban health inequities.
We defined underlying mechanisms of the process of green gentrification and
investigated three case study neighbourhoods, located in Amsterdam, Arnhem and
Amersfoort. The cases were selected based on the presence of recent increase in
average income and ongoing greening initiatives. In-depth interviews were conducted
with residents, local experts and civil servants of the municipality.
We concluded that green gentrification is currently occurring in the Netherlands, but is
not as pronounced and doesn’t cause environmental injustice to the same extent as in
foreign cities, such as New York or Berlin. Gentrification can be triggered by both actual
greening as a result of an increase in ‘green’ awareness amongst the residents. We
have found no evidence of gentrifying purposes in strategic planning of municipalities.
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