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There has been growing recognition that Blue-Green Infrastructure (BGI: parklands, 

swales, green roofs, ponds, wetlands, renaturalised rivers, etc.) can help deliver key 

benefits for public health and well-being, as well as reducing flood-risk in the built 

environment. Community engagement is critical in getting BGI right for those living 

around it and nearby. Yet the concept of community engagement differs from person 

to person and remains a difficult one to fix in place, in theory and in practice. A review 



of the literature shows that many guidelines frame communities in “recipient” mode, and 

are silent about power relations in the engagement process.  

This paper challenges the notion of communities as passive ‘recipients’, and advocates 

for forms of community engagement in which community members are recognised as 

‘agents’ of change, with local and relevant knowledge that deserves to be listened to 

and that projects can benefit from. In this way, it is argued, BGI might be developed with 

enough local input that community members feel ownership of and investment in the 

outcomes, leading to greater awareness and appreciation of some multiple benefits 

(health outcomes, air quality, biodiversity, etc.) and tangible increases in others (leisure 

and educational opportunities, etc.). 

The paper also considers that community engagement can be an arena of competing 

social orders wherein certain values, interests and discourses may dominate. Therefore, 

there is argued to be a need to acknowledge and carefully negotiate the place of 

power dynamics in the engagement process, so as not to end up with a one-sided or 

biased form of engagement that falsely claims to represent all voices. Based on lessons 

learnt from a review of the extant literature, a generic community engagement 

template/framework for co-developing BGI in the built environment project is proposed. 
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