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Affordable housing for a social tenant relies on a combination of support 

and services that together create an environment where the occupants 

are given the opportunity to live their lives in a manner that conforms not 

only to norms of basic human rights, but also provides a sustainable 

platform for social and financial mobility.  At least, it should…. 

An ageing population, reduced central government funding, under-

performing house building and a substantial body of older housing unfit 

for disabled occupants or those with limited mobility has contributed to 

massive pressure on health, social care, housing and community services. 

The way a house is designed and constructed, and the way in which it is 

situated within the community are influenced by design choices. Design 

options have associated direct costs, but without factoring in the 



implications of those options on other agencies' costs it is impossible to 

assess the overall social value of the many human scale choices made 

every time a property is built or modified. 

One practical solution is to take a transdisciplinary approach to embrace 

new technological advances, design solutions based on lifetime 

occupancy, and to coherently manage financial pressures across the 

traditional silos of hospital, care home, care in the community, house 

building and management, social services, education, transport, family 

and community responsibility. 

Housing designed to address health concerns can dramatically improve 

health outcomes and reduce burdens on health, social care and housing 

budgets. A mechanism is described that will support health professionals 

to describe their hopes in their language, for social housing providers to 

express their design options in their own language and for there to be a 

coming together of the two  that results in the  design of houses and 

neighbourhoods that contribute to greatly improved well being and 

health with little or no additional direct cost.  
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