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• Abstract (300 words):  

There are 11 million people with a limiting long term illness, impairment or disability in 

Great Britain.  The prevalence of disability increases with age, affecting around 6% of 

children, 16% of working age adults, 45% of adults over pension age and more than 60% 

of those over 80.  Despite the huge numbers, the housing needs of these groups often go 

unnoticed.  Although a limited amount of attention is paid to the design of new 

accessible homes, there is little consideration of the needs of those who live in the existing 

housing stock.  To allow people with long-term conditions and those who are becoming 

less mobile with age to live as full a life as possible we need better designs to retrofit 

homes.  These need to meet people’s desire to maintain or restore the normal use of their 

home, but avoid looking medical or stigmatizing.  This paper uses national data to 

examine the need for adapted homes in England, particularly as society ages.  It assesses 

what we know from the literature about what people want, and conversely do not want 

to see in their homes.  It looks at way service delivery is changing, but notes that, because 

the topic falls between policy areas, it is often hard to develop the solutions that 



consumers are looking for. There is a growing need for architects, planning professionals 

and the supply chain to work more closely with health, social care and housing services 

to provide new and innovative building designs.  It is also important to recognize that 

individuals are unique and there needs to be more consultation and collaboration with 

users, their families and carers to achieve more personalized and flexible designs. (278 

words) 
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